
Hinksey Heights Fen 

Hinksey Heights is a steep valley fen on Harcourt Hill in west Oxford, which — like many other alkaline fens — 
has become overgrown with willow and dense reed over the last 50 years. As a result, much of the diverse             

community of plants and animals typical of short-sward, species-rich alkaline fen has been lost. The Oxfordshire 
Fens Project is working with the landowner to help restore the site so it is able to support a greater number of 
fen-specialist species, including uncommon soldier-flies, crane flies and rare plants like Grass-of-Parnassus. 

Alkaline fens are among the most biodiverse of all habitats 

Hinksey Heights Fen is a degraded alkaline fen currently being restored                  
by the Oxfordshire Fens Project and the landowner to help                                   

bring back the rich diversity of wetland species it once supported. 

Alkaline fens are an internationally important habitat, found mainly in Anglesey, East Anglia and Oxfordshire 
within the UK. Oxfordshire contains a remarkable number of these fens, which are fed by springs emerging from 
chalk or limestone in valleys and on hill slopes. Alkaline fens are important because they support many rare and 
endangered wetland plants and animals. In the past, the rich diversity of such fens was maintained by light 

extensive grazing, but many sites are suffering habitat degradation due to threats such as drainage, damage from 
nutrient pollution (eutrophication) and loss of grazing, and are losing species as a result. 

Visit: https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/oxfordshire-fens-project 



Restoring the Fen at Hinksey Heights 

Practical Management Work 

A main driver of fen degradation is lack of suitable habitat          
management, which includes loss of grazing. This allows taller 
plants, such as Common Reed and scrub, to take over, which means 
low-growing plants typical of alkaline fens are unable to compete 
for light. Practical management work at Hinksey Heights Fen        
includes monthly volunteer work parties and specialist work by   
contractors, who cut and rake tall vegetation, undertake re-wetting 
work, and spread seed of Marsh Lousewort, which is a root parasite 
that helps to reduce the height of tall sedges and rushes. 

Monitoring Wildlife on the Fen 

An important part of the project is yearly surveys of the plants and 
invertebrates on site to help monitor restoration progress. Surveys 
so far have identified rare and uncommon species, such as the      
Nationally Rare Dark-winged Soldier fly. Additionally, multiple     
fen-loving plant species have emerged on site since restoration 
work began. The survey results show that Hinksey Heights Fen is an 
important wetland habitat, supporting a range of key fen species, 
and that restoration work is yielding promising results so far. 

Working Together 

The Oxfordshire Fens Project has recently linked up with volunteer 
group Friends of Hinksey Heights, who are currently repairing the 
Hinksey Heights Nature Trail, part of which runs through the fen. 
You can read more about their project and find out how you can get  
involved at https://hinkseytrail.org. 

The restoration work at Hinksey Heights has been made possible thanks to generous support from our funders,                            
TOE, Grundon Waste Management Ltd. and TVERC, the landowners and our team of dedicated volunteers. 

Get Involved! 
Help us to restore Hinksey Heights Fen! Our work parties are held on the second Sunday of every 

month from 10am to 3pm, and we’d love you to join us. If you’d like to come along, email Freshwater 
Habitats Trust on info@freshwaterhabitats.org.uk and a member of our team will be in touch! 

Restoration work at Hinksey Heights Fen began in 2018, with help from the landowners,                             
contractors, a fantastic team of volunteers and staff from Freshwater Habitats Trust. 


