COMMON TOAD AND COMMON FROG SURVEY
RECORDING FORM
Your Name

Date

Square: 4 figure grid ref
e.g. SP1243 (see your map)

Pond: 8 figure grid ref
e.g. SP 1235 4325 (see your map)

Pond name (if known)
Determiner name (optional - if
someone confirms the identity
of the species you’ve recorded)

Voucher material (optional comment if you’ve taken a photo to
confirm identification)

Please complete a COMMON TOAD AND COMMON FROG SURVEY sheet for each pond surveyed in your 1km grid
square.
The aim is to visit each survey pond in the 1km square in March or April and see if frogs, toads or their spawn are present. An
average sized pond will take around 45 minutes to sample (longer if the pond is large).
If you are uncertain about adult or spawn identification, you can learn all the skills needed from our online ID and survey
presentations. Go to www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/survey-options/ for survey guides and more
information.
METHOD








Look at our online information about amphibian identification.
Undertake a visual search (no equipment needed) of your ponds during the day time in March or April, looking for
adult frogs and toads, or their spawn.
You only need to visit the pond once each year.
If you see other amphibians whilst looking for frogs and toads you can record them as well.
Please enter your results online at: www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/waternet
You can take and upload photos of the amphibians found for reference and confirmation purposes.

Common Toad and Common Frog sightings:
Note: if you don’t find any evidence of toads or frogs at a pond, this is an important result - please tick the last
column in the table, and be sure to enter these findings online.
Tick

Tick, add numbers or a range*
Adult

Immature

Tadpole

Not seen this
visit

Spawn

Common Toad
Common Frog

Identification
uncertain

*

* if you find toad spawn you only need to tick the box. It is not necessary to count strings of toad spawn in this survey,

Other amphibians seen at the pond:
Record any other amphibians seen whilst searching for Common Frogs and Common Toads.
Tick

Tick, add numbers or a range*
Adult

Immature

Larvae or efts

Eggs

Identification
uncertain

Great Crested Newt
Palmate Newt
Smooth Newt
Non-native amphibian (list)
Notes (e.g. number of males and females):

* For range values choose one of the following options: 1; 2-5; 6-10; 11-20; 21-50; 51-100; 101-200; 201-500; 501-1,000; 1,000+
* if you have experience (and a licence) you may want to record presence of Great Crested Newt or other newt eggs that you find. Unwrapping leaves
to identify newt eggs can be damaging, so please minimise the number looked at - record presence (not abundance) of newt eggs.

