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What do we know about ponds?
Any permanent or seasonal waterbody between 1m2 and 2 ha in 

surface area (1 ha=100x100 m) ïvery broad!

Field pond Loddington (Leicestershire)

Ponds can be very variable ïe.g. deep, permanent and moderate size



Winterton Dunes, Norfolk ïbreeding habitat for 

Natterjack Toads (Epidalea calamita)

Ponds can be very variable ïe.g. shallow, 

temporary and moderate size



Turf pond Redgrave and Lopham Fen (Suffolk) ï

hunting ground for Fen Raft Spider

Dolomedes plantarius 

Ponds can be very variable ïe.g. shallow,  

permanent and small size



PondNet aims:

ÅTo provide data to identify 

trends in pond quality and 

uncommon plant and animal 

species. 

ÅRecord environmental data; to 

explain the reasons for 

changes in biological quality.

ÅTo use these data to protect 

and manage our freshwater 

resource. Working with local specialists and 
volunteers to gather pond data



What do volunteers do?

Å Volunteers are allocated one (or 

more) focal ponds where we 

know the species has occurred 

(in the last 25 years)

Å Visit the pond and assess the 

abundance of the species using 

the set methodology

Å Look in adjacent ponds to 

determine presence/ absence to 

assess the stability of the 

population

We have randomly selected 50 ponds for 
each uncommon plant and animal species 

Focal pond for 

abundance monitoring

Other ponds 

to search



To measure change over time:

ÅNumber of continually occupied ponds at national level

ÅChange in abundance at each known pond

ÅStrength of each population ïmonitoring presence/ 

absence in adjacent ponds

Pillwort 

Pilularia globulifera

Coral necklace

Illecebrum verticillatum

Pond mud snail

Omphiscola glabra

Objective



Pond Mud Snail

Omphiscola glabra


